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Dear Community Member: 
 
Thank you for reaching out. The role of any board of education is to set policies that govern the 
operations of the district. Day-to-day operations such as curriculum development and purchases of 
materials are at the discretion of the administration. Therefore, the board can neither confirm nor deny 
whether these books are available, nor can we speak to curriculum. 
 
The decision to return to remote meetings was made due to increasing tensions among members of the 
audience. These tensions resulted in a near-altercation that was prevented only by the quick actions of 
deputies at our last meeting. The health and safety of our community is a priority. Therefore, we are 
going back to remote meetings at this time. 
 
Please note that the community is welcome to reach out to us at any time via email. The district has 
created an email account specifically for public comment at board meetings. Letters received as public 
comment on the day of our meetings will be posted on our website along with their responses. 
 
Again, thank you for reaching out. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Anne K. Arent 
President, Board of Education 
 
 
Administration Response 
 
Question 1: Status of Books 
1. It's perfectly normal (not stocked) 
2. This Book is Gay (ebook) 
3. Sex, Puberty and All that Stuff (not stocked) 
4. Forever (stocked but listed as missing) 
 
Question 2: Critical Race Theory 
 
No, CRT is not being taught in the Pine Plains Central School District. The Pine Plains CSD teaches the 
New York State Education Department (NYSED) Standards. The NYSED is responsible for setting 
student learning expectations (standards) for what all students should know and be able to do at each 
grade level for each subject. CRT is not included in the NYSED Standards. 
 
Dear Community Member: 
 
Thank you for reaching out regarding our decision to switch to remote meetings. Holding our 
meetings virtually is the best way for us to conduct our board business at this time while also 
ensuring the health and safety of the public. 
 
We appreciate your interest in the district. Thank you for reaching out. 
 
Sincerely, 
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Dear Community Member: 
 
Thank you for your note regarding our decision to switch over to public meetings. It was not an easy 
decision to make, but one we felt was necessary at this time. The safety of our community members, 
staff, and the board itself is our priority. Hopefully, we will be able to return to in-person in the near 
future. 
 
Again, we appreciate your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Anne K. Arent 
President, Board of Education 
Pine Plains Central School District 
 
 
Dear Community Member: 
 
Thank you so much for your kind note. As you pointed out, the pandemic has presented challenges for 
school districts across the country, and we are no exception. Throughout the last 18 months, we have 
worked to ensure the health and safety of our staff and students while navigating the many issues 
surrounding the pandemic. We appreciate you taking the time to acknowledge our efforts. 
 
Thank you again for your interest in the district and for taking the time to reach out. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Anne K. Arent 
President, Board of Education 
Pine Plains Central School District 
 


